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Some AB Cs of Belief and Living by Frederick Buechner

Over 30 years ago, Buechner compiled a "doubtful Angels
dictionary" of "words that are so familiar or formi-
dable, or both, that nobody pays much attention
to them anymore. Yet they stand for realities which
everybody, religiously inclined or not, has to keep
dealing with year after year, like it or not." Those
realities haven't changed in 30 years.

Here we present a few of those definitions, with

more to follow in future issues.

Confession
To confess your sins to God is ¢
not to tell him anything he
doesn't already know. Until
you confess them, however,
they are the abyss between
you. When you confess them,
they become the bridge.

Doubt

Whether your faith is that
there is a God or that there
is not a God, if you don't
have any doubts, you are
either kidding yourself

or asleep. Doubts are the ants in the pants
of faith. They keep it awake and moving.

Sleight-of-hand magic is based on the demonstrable fact that,
as a rule, people see only what they expect to see. Angels are
powerful spirits whom God sends into the world to wish us
well. Since we don't expect to see them, we don't. An angel
spreads his glittering wings over us and we say things like,
"It was one of those days that made you feel good just to be
alive" or "l had a hunch everything was going to turn out all
right" or "I don't know where I ever found the courage".

Bread
Man does not live by bread
alone, but he also does not
live long without it. To eat is
to acknowledge our dependency
— both on food and on each other.
It also reminds us of other kinds of
emptiness that not even the Blue

From "Wishful Thinking — A Theological ABC"
by Frederick Buechner. Copyright 1973.
Harper & Row, New York
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